Shedding of the decidua probably results after the death of the ovum.
As will be noted from the table quoted, shedding of the decidua only occurred in four of the cases operated upon. This may be considered as due to the fact that the operation was undertaken before the change necessary for the separation of the decidua had taken place, or that it had come away unnoticed.
It is probable that the uterine decidua is not shed in the majority of cases until some time after the death of the ovum. This explains its expulsion in some cases after the gestation sac has been removed by operation. In one such case the bleeding which attended it on the night after the operation nearly caused the death of the already exsanguine woman, and had to be arrested by vaginal plugging. This is surely a variety of postpartum haemorrhage not hitherto described. 
